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On July 7 during a regular weekly "Face the People" session in Matagalpa (110 km. north
of Managua), President Daniel Ortega said the Reagan administration was applying new
"destabilization plans" against Nicaragua. The president asserted that the US had ordered the
contras to break the ceasefire and step up attacks on civilian targets. He added that new contra
units are entering Nicaragua from Honduras carrying "Red Eye" ground-to-air missiles, and thus
threatening commercial aviation. On the same day in Managua, Cmdr. Bayardo Arce told a group
of teachers at the city's convention center that US Ambassador Richard Melton was a major actor
in the Reagan administration's newest attempts to destabilize the Nicaraguan government. (See
CAU, 07/08/88 for details.) According to Arce, the CIA outlined the "Melton Plan" to install a contraled "National Salvation" government. The plan, he added, contemplates requesting Costa Rican
President Oscar Arias to assist in installing this new government. On July 9, in an interview with
Prensa Latina in Managua, Carlos Nunez, president of the Nicaraguan National Assembly, said
the US intends to provoke internal destabilization prior to the upcoming municipal elections,
and the contras' demise as a military force. Nunez, who is also a member of the FSLN directorate,
asserted that the plan to discredit the Sandinista government was being implemented by US
Ambassador Richard Melton to provide US "financial, economic, material and technological"
support to "reactionary interests" in Nicaragua. Nunez noted that since Melton was installed in
Managua, he has made little effort to communicate with government officials, choosing instead to
devote his energies to plans and discussions with the most reactionary elements of the domestic
opposition. An example of the ambassador's activities, he said, is the frequent attendance of his
aides in congressional sessions where they observe and act as advisers to opposition politicians.
The FSLN leader said a July 1 meeting in Costa Rica between US Secretary of State George Shultz
and four Nicaraguan opposition leaders was an attempt to explore the nature of US support to
the latter in the formation of the "National Salvation" government. On July 2, said Nunez, Melton
spoke at a reception in Managua, where he cited Abraham Lincoln's words on the inalienable right
to change one's government, including the right to overthrow it. Nunez then mentioned that on
July 3, at a meeting of businesspersons and opposition politicians in Esteli, speakers called for a
national salvation government to replace the Sandinistas. Melton was in attendance. According
to Nunez, Nicaragua's 14 opposition parties have established agreements for the purpose of
formulating mutual declarations and positions. An indication of these parties' lack of coherence
and continual bickering, he said, was the visit with Shultz by the four opposition leaders. The latter
did not first obtain support from counterparts from other opposition parties. "This is not the first
time Nicaraguan politicians have gone outside the country to sell a political project or to obtain
one...The US is promoting this type of activity in an effort to create an internal contra political
force since the contras are about to disappear as a military force," said Nunez. Nunez continued:
"The most rightwing elements among the opposition parties pertain to the so-called Democratic
Coordinator, a coalition of three political parties not represented in the national assembly because
they refused to participate in the 1984 elections, two minority trade unions, and the Superior Council
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on Private Enterprise (COSEP). "Obviously, if the Reagan administration is going to support a
domestic political force, it would be the one most opposed to the revolution's goals, and not leftist or
moderate parties. Many of Nicaragua's 14 opposition parties are leftist or moderate, but the Reagan
administration has concentrated its attention, `advice,' material support and so forth on the Social
Christian, Social Democratic and Conservative parties, which are all elements of the Coordinator."
Nunez pointed out that Nicaragua's 16 political parties make it number one in Latin America in
terms of political parties per capita. On the integration of the contras in national political life, Nunez
said that under the March 23 Sapoa agreement, any contra from Alfredo Cesar to Eden Pastora, and
the contra rank and file accepting amnesty can participate in Nicaraguan politics. This integration
could take the form of the creation of new parties, or joining existing ones, he said. In closing, Nunez
said, "Considering the quantity and nature of resources from external sources that will become
available to certain domestic political groups generally the most conservative ones Nicaraguans
dedicated to defending the revolution must prepare to defend themselves." (Basic data from Prensa
Latina, 07/08/88, 07/09/88)
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